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I AM 
NOT 

A LIBRARIAN 
AT ALL 
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AT THE UNIVERSITY 
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“THAT MEANS 5 KM 
IS EITHER HAS TO BE 
MOVED TO THE OLD 

DEPOT OR HAS TO BE 
DESTROYED OR SOLD.”
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“IN 100 YEARS 
THERE WILL 

STILL BE 
FREAKS,WHO 
WOULD LIKE 

TO TOUCH 
BOOKS AND 

TO OWN 
BOOKS”
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“BUT I AM NOT ALLOWED 
TO TELL YOU, BUT I WILL, 

THESE BOOKS ARE PACKED, 
HUNDREDS A WEEK AND 

THEN SENT TO SOMEWHERE, 
LITERALLY NO ONES KNOWS.”
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“WHAT THEY DO, 
THEY TAKE THE BOOK 
AND THEY PUT IT INTO 

AN ACID FREE BAG. 
NEVER TO BE 

OPENED AGAIN.”
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LIBRARIAN AND ARCHIVIST 
AT THE VAN ABBE MUSEUM 
IN EINDHOVEN

“ I  H A V E  T O  A D M I T ,  I  D O N ’ T  R E A D  B O O K S ” VAN ABBE MUSEUM
BASISARCHIEFCODE
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MINIMALISM
FLUXUS ART
IMPRESSIONISM
RUSSIAN AVANTGARDE



“ I  D O N ’ T  T H I N K  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  H A V E  P O E T R Y 

I N  A  D I G I T A L  A R E A ,  B E C A U S E  T H E  A R T I S T  G I V E S 

H I S  F E E L I N G S  I N T O  A  M A T E R I A L  S U C H  A S  P A P E R . ”
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“ I  H A V E  T O  A D M I T ,  I  D O N ’ T 
R E A D  B O O K S .  I T  I S  M O R E 
L I K E  I  A M  W O R K I N G  I N  T H E 
A R C H I V E S ,  F O R  M E  A  B O O K 
M E A N S  T H A T  I  C A N  N O T 
R E L A X  A N Y M O R E ,  B E C A U S E 
I  H A V E  T O  D E A L  A G A I N S T 
T I M E . ”





“ W E  H A V E  G O T  T H E 

L A R G E S T  E L  L I S S I T Z K Y 

C O L L E C T I O N  I N  T H E 

W E S T E R N  W O R L D . ”
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NO SINGLE 

MODUS OPERANDI 

OF PIRATE LIBRARIES 

EXIST

BALÁZS BODÓ

ECONOMIST AND 
PIRACY RESEARCHER AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF AMSTERDAM

CREATIVE COMMONS
HUNGARIAN COMMUNITY SILENT LIBRARY PROJECT
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LEGISLATION
MODUS OPERANDI
RENAISSANCE
COLLABORATIVE ENTERPRISE



“WHAT IS THE ROLE OF PIRATES 
IN THE CULTURAL ECOSYSTEM?

I TRIED TO GATHER EMPIRICAL 
EVIDENCE ON THEIR IMPACT OF 
WITHIN THE CULTURE.”

BEHIND THE BOOKSHELVES 3RD INTERVIEW 20/27



BEHIND THE BOOKSHELVES 3RD INTERVIEW 21/27



“THEY ARE NOT BOUND BY INTEL-
LECTUAL PROPERTY LEGISLATIONS, 
THEY ARE NOT BOUND BY PROFIT 
EXPECTATIONS.”
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“IN THAT SENSE THERE ARE 
THE MOST IMPORTANT VEHICLES 
OF KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER IN 
THE HISTORY OF MANKIND.”
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“IT IS IMPORTANT TO TAKE 
A LOOK TO PIRATE LIBRARIES, 
BECAUSE THEY MAY UNDERSTAND 
WHAT MIGHT BE THE IDEAL 
FUTURE FOR THE LIBRARY.”
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THE ISSUU PUBLICATION
https://issuu.com/szakacsuniverse/docs/behindthebookshelves_final_issuu

THE ONLINE PUBLICATION
https://medium.com/the-hidden-stories-behind-the-bookshelves
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